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Porto, Portugal © Jure Tufekcic
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Portugal
Officially known as the Portuguese Republic, Portugal is the 

westernmost sovereign state of mainland Europe. It is one of the 

oldest nations on the continent, having been continuously 

settled since prehistoric times, and was founded as the County 

of Portugal in 868 AD. 

Portugal has a Mediterranean climate with a mixed oceanic 

climate along the northern half of its coastline, making it one of 

the warmest countries in Europe, with annual average 

temperatures reaching as high as 40 °C and higher during the 

summer months. 

Despite its constant human settlement, Portugal is still a 

territory rich in biodiversity. Both deciduous and coniferous 

forests can be found in the area, and an extremely rare mature 

Mediterranean forest remains in some parts of the Arrábida 

mountain. Portugal is home to several wild species – boar, 

Iberian red deer, roe deer, and the Iberian wild goat.
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Architecture in 
Portugal
Having been a human settlement for so many centuries, Portugal's 

architecture has been heavily influenced by the nations and 

cultures that have inhabited it. This extensive list includes the 

Lusitanians, Celtiberians, Romans, Suebi, Visigoths, Moors, 

Mozarabs, Goans, Macanese, Kristang people, and many more. 

Various artistic styles and movements have dominated 

architecture in Portugal, including Romanesque, Gothic, 

Manueline, Portuguese Renaissance, Portuguese Baroque, Rococo, 

Pombaline, Neo-Manueline, Soft Portuguese style, and 

contemporary architecture. 

A modern-day interpretation of traditional Portuguese 

architecture, known as Soft Portuguese style, can be seen 

extensively in major cities, particularly the country’s capital, 

Lisbon. A number of notable architects have originated from 

Portugal, including Diogo de Arruda, João Antunes, Eugénio dos 

Santos, Carlos Mardel, José Luis Monteiro, Raul Lino, Cassiano 

Branco, Fernando Távora, Gonçalo Byrne, Souto de Moura (Pritzker 

winner), Carrilho da Graça, and Álvaro Siza Vieira (Pritzker winner).

Manta Rota, Portugal © Zbysiu Rodak

Jardim do Torel, Lisboa, Portugal © Hugo Sousa
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Vale De Moses
Vale de Moses Yoga Retreat was founded by fate, when a British 

family stumbled upon a breathtaking region of central Portugal 

during a year-long trip around Europe. They discovered an old 

abandoned valley farm for sale with the same name as their beloved 

golden retriever, Moses, and decided to buy it. Over the course of 

four years they restored the stone cottages and cleared the 

overgrown terraced forest gardens, and began creating what would 

become a world-class yoga retreat. 

Having been featured in a number of international publications, 

such as NatGeo UK Traveller, Forbes Magazine, The Guardian, and 

several yoga magazines, Vale de Moses Yoga Retreat has welcomed 

500 guests from more than 60 countries, who come here annually to 

reconnect with nature, practice yoga, eat nourishing vegetarian 

meals, and take part in the health and spiritual meditation practices 

of “forest bathing" – known as Shinrin-yoku in Japan, it is an 

invitation to develop a sensual relationship with the non-human 

world.
Vale de Moses Yoga Retreat founders Vonetta and Andrew
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The current yoga practice space (known as a shala) is 55m2, 

which limits the retreat to host only 18 participants at a time; 

the new yoga shala will need to have twice the capacity. The 

current shala is made of wood and glass and floats above the 

kitchen gardens with stunning views down into the valleys. The 

new shala would need to be made of either natural materials or 

modern energy-efficient ones, suitable to its location in a 

steep-sloped mountain forest.

The main purpose of the yoga house is to inspire guests and to 

allow them to feel a deep connection with nature and the 

elements that surround them, while at the same time offering 

protection from those elements – from the heat of the sun in 

summer, and from the strong winds and rain in winter.

The competition
Yoga House on a Clif

The current yoga practice space (known as a shala) is 55m2, which limits the retreat to host only 
18 participants at a time;
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As part of the new designs – zen-style gardens around the 

new building could be suggested where people can gather to 

enjoy the sunset together after their evening yoga and 

meditation practice has finished.  

The yoga house should include: storage space for yoga mats, 

bolsters, belts and equipment; showers and toilets; and a 

small kitchen area for teas and coffee. All grey water 

produced from any bathrooms and sinks must be used to 

irrigate the surrounding gardens. The new building must 

produce its own energy as the retreat’s existing facilities are 

already at full-capacity.

For this competition the jury is looking for a design that 

would enable the new yoga house to shape the very sensitive 

environment surrounding it, act as an example of green 

building practices as well as have the potential to become an 

iconic landmark in its own right.



8

The BUILDING PROGRAMME is �exible, open for modi�cations 

and improved development strategies.

Unobstructed open space for visitors 
to practice yoga:  80m2

Storage for mats and equipment 

Showers and toilets

Small kitchenette to serve tea and coffee

Garden

The new yoga house should accommodate the following functions:

Building 
programme
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The competition site
The site for the new yoga house is located on the highest available 

retreat's terrace, facing west with incredible views of the sunset. 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS, VIDEO, CAD AND PDF PLAN ARE AVAILABLE 

FOR DOWNLOAD AT YOGAHOUSE.BEEBREEDERS.COM

SITE COORDINATES:
39°58'58.6"N 7°55'03.6"W
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The project qualities listed above are minimum requirements; the competition brief is 

open to adaptation and improved development strategies.

Project proposal 
requirements

Cost-effective, environmentally responsible and energy-efficient 

construction.

Minimum/no excavation.

Construction process:

Finished structure:

Low maintenance in terms of effort and costs.

Resistant to heat, cold, rain, and wind.

Environmentally responsible and energy-efficient.

Able to generate its own power and provide safe drinking water. 



More information about the special awards at  YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com
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1st Prize

4,000 €

+ 6 honourable mentions

10,000 €

3 winning proposals, 3 special award recipients and 6 honourable mentions will be selected. 

Bee Breeders will award a total of 10,000 € in prize money to competition winners as follows:

Total prize fund

2nd Prize

3,000 €
3rd Prize

1,000 €

Bee Breeders Green Award

500 €

ARCHHIVE BOOKS Student Award

500 € Cash prize  +  50 € ARCHHIVEBOOKS.com gift card

“Vale de Moses Favourite” Award

1,000 €

Prizes
Monetary award
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Prizes
Publications

Certificates

The winners will get international art and design media coverage 

and will be featured on the Bee Breeders website. 

A full list of media partners who have committed to present the 

competition winners in their publications can be found at 

YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com

As the Vale de Moses Yoga Retreat has expressed an interest in the Yoga 

House construction, designs will need to be in keeping with both the 

look and purpose of the retreat, while having the potential to become 

iconic landmarks in their own right.

Bee Breeders will acknowledge the outstanding performance of all 

winners and honourable mentions with Certificates of Achievement.

Construction
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Competition 
schedule

Early Bird Registration

MAY 20 – JUNE 25

Advance Registration

JUNE 26 – SEPTEMBER 17

Last Minute Registration

SEPTEMBER 18 – NOVEMBER 12 

Closing date for registration

NOVEMBER 12, 2020

Closing date for submission

DECEMBER 17, 2020 (11:59 p.m. GMT)

Announcement of the winners

FEBRUARY 25, 2021
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Registration 
fees

Early Bird Registration

Advance Registration

Last Minute Registration

 70 €

90 €

110 €

60 €

 80 €

90 €

Architects, designers, 
enthusiasts, and 

companies Students*

* See requirements here: 

beebreeders.com/competition-registration-types

Discounts for 
architecture 
students

Bee Breeders architecture competition organisers would like to hear 

from representatives of universities, schools, and colleges offering 

architecture/design studies. 

Contact us to receive special student rates for group registration 

(discount applies for 3+ registrations from one university/school), as 

well as further information and support to get your students 

involved in architecture competitions. 

Send us a request from your university email address along with 

basic information about you and your university/school. 

Please note that only recognized university staff can apply for the 

reduced student rate.



15

Submission 
requirements

•   Participants are required to upload four (4) A2 
landscape-orientated presentation boards (must not exceed 
5MB per jpg) with sketches, renderings, plans, sections, 
elevations, diagrams, and/or other presentation tools to 
explain their proposal. 

•   No video files are accepted.

•   All information provided in writing must be in English. 

•   All submissions must be uploaded via the beebreeders.com 

upload panel. Access information and instructions on how to 

upload the presentation will be issued to participants via email 

immediately after successful registration.

•   Presentation boards must not indicate any information related to 

an individual's/team's identity. 

Participants who do not comply with the requirements will be 

disqualified without refund.

Recommended
submission content

•   Proposed plans, sections, and multiple internal and external 

perspectives that demonstrate the spatial quality of the Yoga 
House, as well as operational needs, and accessibility 

requirements. 

•   Demonstration of project construction, materials, functions, 

management and maintenance; approach to environment, energy 

and sustainability, indoor environment, and logistics. 

•   Visualizations; artist's impression to illustrate how the proposal 

fits in with the quality, value, and significance of historical and 

modern Portugal.



•   Diagrams:

•   Circulation 

•   Public versus private space

•   Lighting

•   Landscaping

•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:

•   Primary interior spaces

•   Primary site locations
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Presentation 
deliverables set
•   Elevations (suggested scale 1:50) 

•   Primary sections (suggested scale 1:50) 

•   Primary floor plans (suggested scale 1:50) 

•   Enlarged sections and elevations highlighting key spaces or 

relationships (suggested scale 1:10)

•   Details (suggested scale 1:5):

•   Envelope 

•   Key materials 

•   Site or landscape 

•   Axonometrics providing information on building systems or 

illustrating key architectural concepts

Please note the PRESENTATION DELIVERABLES SET listed above is a 

suggestion only. Participants can choose to use the entire list, a 

selection from it, or propose a completely different set that would 

explain their design in the most efficient manner.



•   Diagrams:

•   Circulation 

•   Public versus private space

•   Lighting

•   Landscaping

•   Energy systems

•   Perspectives:

•   Primary interior spaces

•   Primary site locations
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Jury & evaluation 
process

The competition jury consists of two jury panels: 

•   Core jury panel 

•   Consultative jury panel 

Full jury panel members list is published at 

YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com

The core and consultative jury panels will be responsible for setting 

the criteria that participants need to fulfill, based on the site and 

brief, and will evaluate each submission accordingly. 

Jury

Participants are advised to research both the working site and 

previous similar case studies as part of the design process. 

YOGA HOUSE ON A CLIFF is a project competition, which encourages 

participants to experiment with the limits of architecture. The jury 

may choose to reward projects that show a high degree of creativity, 

even if they breach any of the rules, as long as it’s justified.
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Evaluation process

Selecting top 3 winners:

Step 1:  Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 40 from all 

submitted entries. 

Step 2:  Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition finalists 

from the shortlist. 

Step 3:  Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and select the top 

3 winning projects and 6 honourable mentions. 

ARCHHIVE BOOKS Student Award: 

Step 1:  Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 40 from all 

submitted student entries. 

Step 2:  Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition finalists 

from the shortlist. 

Step 3:  Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and select the 

winning project. 

Green Award: 

Step 1:  Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 40 from all 

submitted entries.

Step 2:  Consultative jury panel will select 9 competition finalists 

from the shortlist. 

Step 3:  Core jury panel will evaluate the 9 finalists and select the 

winning project.

“Vale de Moses Favourite” Award:

Step 1:  Consultative jury panel will produce a shortlist of 40 from all 

submitted entries. 

Step 2:  The Vale de Moses Yoga Retreat selects their 1 (one) 

favourite project.
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Tell the world
your story!

Shortly prior to the results announcement, selected competition 

winners and honorable mentions will be contacted and asked to 

answer a series of interview questions (in writing) and submit a 

video about themselves. These will be published with the 

competition results.

There is a tight deadline to announce the winners on time, 

therefore interview questions will need to be returned within 2 
days,  and videos submitted within 2 weeks of being requested. 

Hence, we advise participants to consider ideas for their video and 

answers to their questions in advance so that they are able to 

submit the relevant material on time.

Please note – both the interview and video submission is 

OPTIONAL. However, we do  recommend that all participants 

submit as much material as possible in order to maximise the 

publicity and media attention their work will receive.

Video and interview

Read more about:

The video submission – 

https://beebreeders.com/submit-movie

The interview – https://beebreeders.com/interview
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Media partners
A full list of media partners who have committed to present the 

competition winners in their publications can be found at 

YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com 

For potential media partners who are also interested in covering the 

present competition and its winners, please contact us at 

hello@beebreeders.com 

Competition press kit (in English) and banners are available at 

YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com/press

Eligibility
The competition is open to all. No professional qualifications are 

required. Design proposals can be developed individually or by 

teams (4 team members maximum). 

People who have direct personal or professional relationships with 

jury panel members or organisers may not participate in this 

competition.

Competition 
documentation
The following information is available for download at 

YOGAHOUSE.beebreeders.com: 

- Full competition brief 

- Site and context photographs and video

- CAD and PDF site plan

All information can be downloaded as often as required; no 

additional information or materials will be provided after 

registration.

The brief and all associated documentation for this competition are 

created for the sole purpose of an academic exercise and are not 

legal documents.

The provided materials, or alternatives, can be used, created, or 

sourced at the participant's discretion.


